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Dear Friend,

We invite you to read here how YOU are lifting refugee 
women and their children up from extreme poverty.  

MBB recently shifted from a calendar year to a fiscal year, 
causing a 6-month gap in our normal annual reporting cycle. 
The technical name for that “in-between time” is “stub year”. 
Welcome to our January–June 2019 Stub Report. If you’re a 
sports fan, think of this as a half-time summary!

Since this report spans a shorter period, we’re highlighting 
just one of MBB’s program areas: Women’s Micro-Enterprise 
in East Africa. Enjoy the photos and stories of these resilient 
women. Each is a mom, a survivor, a refugee from South 
Sudan—and now an entrepreneur! Each completed three 
days of small-business training. Each qualified for a $200 loan 
that YOU helped to fund. Each then started her own business 
in the refugee camp she calls home. 

THANK YOU for funding their life-changing start-ups!

Gratefully,

Sr Marilyn Lacey, RSM  Mark Stevens, Esq.
Executive Director   Board Chair

COVER PHOTO: Yuol Riak’s son 
guards the door of their hut in 
Oluah Refugee Camp while his 
Mom, an entrepreneur in MBB’s 
micro-enterprise loan program, 
tends to her retail business 
customers just outside. She sells 
baking flour, sugar, rice and soap.

A MESSAGE FROM MBB’S LEADERS



THE PROBLEM

80% of the 1.2 million South Sudanese refugees 
sheltering in Ugandan refugee camps are 
women and children. The vast majority of 
households are headed by women. The UN 
has sharply reduced the refugees’ monthly 
rations due to its own funding shortfalls.  
Refugees suffer poor nutrition, and have no 
way to purchase medicines or pay the school 
fees for their children.  

THE SOLUTION

MBB has introduced micro-enterprise for women 
in the camps. Women form groups of 15, inter-
tribal wherever feasible. They meet weekly to 
demonstrate their cohesion, commitment, and 
ability to save. After completing a 3-day training 
on business basics, each woman receives a 
$200 loan for launching her own enterprise. Then 
everything depends on the ingenuity and hard 
work of the women.

Alia Rose (left) tends, harvests and sells groundnuts 
[peanuts] in Pagirinya Refugee Camp. She also buys 
salt wholesale and sells it in tiny packets. The profit from 
these enterprises pays school fees for her 4 children.



From January to June 2019, MBB trained and guided 
60 refugee women (most of them non-literate) in 4 
different UN camps of northern Uganda. For these 
women, joining a micro-enterprise group feels both 
risky and exciting. They have never been allowed to 
make decisions, much less to manage a business. They 
have never “owned” any money. They could never 
qualify for a bank loan. Micro-enterprise changed 
all that, boosting not only their finances but also their  
self-confidence and their status in the community.  

Rachael Akech (yellow scarf) 
proudly shows off the bedspread 
she embroidered by hand. She 
has arranged to sell her work to a 
retailer in Australia. She supports 
13 members in her household.

All 60 of the women 
fully repaid their loans, 
with interest, to MBB. 

That’s a 100% success 
rate! The repayments 
then become loans 

for new groups. 

A 6-MONTH 
GLIMPSE OF MBB’S 
MICRO-ENTERPRISE 

Elizabeth Lueth, 46 year old widow, 
chairs her micro-enterprise group 
of 15 women. She grows, harvests, 
cuts, dries and sells okra (the 
favorite vegetable of South Sudan) 
to support her 10 dependents. In 
addition, she’s a trusted money 
lender in the community. Every 
member of her group successfully 
paid back their loans with interest.



Each micro-enterprise group of 
15 refugee women elects its own 
officers and meets weekly. Members 
hold one another accountable for 
repayment of their loans.

WHAT KINDS OF 
BUSINESSES DO 

THEY START?

Some of the women launched wholesale-to-retail businesses by 
purchasing sandals or soft drinks or food staples in quantity, then 
repackaging the items into miniscule amounts for re-sale. Cash 
changes hands for a handful of inch-long silvery fish or a tiny baggie 
of salt or a single cup of flour. 

Having learned about the magic of loans through their own 
experience in our MBB program, some women have themselves 
become money-lenders to other refugees, generating profit in 
the form of interest. Others sell “air time” on sim cards for mobile 
phones. Still others manufacture soap or operate tarp-covered 
restaurants.

Refugees have lost homes, livelihoods, and family members to 
war. But they haven’t lost their creativity and ability to work hard.  
Women bake mandazi (biscuits) in outdoor ovens fashioned from 
scraps of sheet metal. Some sew or embroider for outlets overseas. 
Others pitch in together to purchase a cow, then butcher and 
sell every bit of it, ounce by ounce. One small piece, it seems, is 
enough to flavor stew for an entire household that normally survives 
on maize and beans. 

Refugees miss their favorite foods from home. 
UN rations cannot cater to such tastes, but 
our smart entrepreneurial women do!  They 
arrange at the border to import regional 
foods such as fish (now dried and braided) 
from South Sudan.  These fish sell like proverbial 
hotcakes in the refugee camps!

WHOLESALE TO RETAIL

IMPORT BUSINESSES

SERVICES

HAND-MADE PRODUCTS



$10,000 AND HIGHER
Black Friday Inc.
Bon Secours Mercy Health System
Capital Group Companies Charitable Foundation
Ciresi Conlin LLP
Patricia Conlin
The Dietzen Family Fund
Dignity Health
Jan Conlin and Gene Goetz Fund 
   of The Minneapolis Foundation
LaureL Foundation
Maureen Limer, RSM
The Bona Family Charitable Fund

$5,000–$9,999
Debbie & Paul Baker
Bill & Sherri Coats
Kathe Marron & Tom Conlin
Anonymous Board Member
JS Turner Family Foundation
Joanne Kagle
Martin Family Foundation
Julie & John McKellar

$1,000–$4,999
Mario and Laura Brancato Agape Fund
Douglas and Mary Albers
Anonymous Donors
Apple Matching Gifts Program
Our Lady of Mercy High School
Mercyhurst College
Spencer and Krista Berry
Terry Thomas Bruce
Cecile Ehrmann & Rolando Castro
Alice Ng & Stan Chow
Adam & Jen Ciresi
Paul Conlin
Tom & Jane David

Rose Davis, RSM
DonateWell - DW General Fund
Edward Franklin Building Company, LLC
Jerry & Pat Ehrmann
Kermit Fendler
Roger Selsback and Rey Friel
Garozzo Family Limited Partnership
Margot & George Giusti
Liz Guastello
George & Elizabeth Guastello
Jo Marie Guastello
Timothy and Maureen Conlin Hamilton
Gerald Gray & Coleen Higa
Intel Foundation Matching Gifts Program
Linda Izquierdo
Elyse Klein
Naomi Kobayashi
Janet Larson
David & Nancy Liffrig
Kathie & Dexter Lowry
Stuart H Mansfield
Maria College
John Zolck and Stacy Markel
Midway Auto Parts
Eva & Brian Miehm
Colleen and Mikel Miller
Margaret Moore
Michael & Pat Moore
Alice & David Mount
Noke Charitable Foundation
Christine Whelan & Vernan Olson
Emanuel Rosen
Sacred Heart Mission Outreach
Louis & Sherron Sandrini
Mary Anne Sayler
Rev. Edward Schleter
Sisters of Mercy West Midwest
Susan Speicher
St. Ignatius Church

Mark & Auliya Stevens
William Stoesser
Cody Tapscott
Charles V Cuda
Suzanne Waligore
Margaret Huber & Jerry Waris
Ed & Liz Watson
Claire & John Werner
Chris White
Catherine Wilkinson
Rosemarie & Joe Wurtz

$500–$999
Robert M S Anderson
Anonymous Donors
Greg Baker
David & Judy Beggs
Richard Blaisdell
Kelly N Blanchard
Adeline Bodart
Peter Chan
Mary Clemency
Eugene Goetz & Jan Conlin
Shannon Cullan
Mary Ellen Devereux, RSM
Tom Driscoll
Eans Family LLC, Happy Gillis
Google Matching Gifts Program
Lenore Greene
Denise Guthrie
Gwynedd Mercy Academy High School
Bernie & Joan Herman
David and Rachel Hochstetler
Sarah Johnson
Jeanne Lovi
Christine M. Baldin
Yvonne Mann
Marian Marsili
Susan McCarthy, RSM

"Thank you for all the opportunities Mercy Beyond Borders is creating 
for these extraordinary young women." –Eileen, donor



Terry & Candace McGovern
Alanna & Mark Morin
Elizabeth & NJ Murray
Craig and Mary Noke
Jeanne O'Rourke, RSM
Matilda Rial
Paul & Cheryl Robertson
Felicity Margaret Rorke
Jim Madden & Jen Roy
Salesforce Corporate Matching
David & Paula Schaffner
Catherine Scofield
Judge Robert Tafoya & Sandra Serrano
Claire Starry Whyburn
Astrid Varteressian
James Vigliaturo Jr.
Becky Yackley
Dennis Young
Flora Zambakari
Marie R Ziobro

$250–$499
Anonymous Donors
Noelle Azzopardi
Melody Blake
Elizabeth Brown Guastello
Mary Cabrini Taitano, RSM
James Caccamo
Jorge and Marta Caceres
Janet Chau
Frederick and Lisa Dalton
Maria Dempsey
Agnes Doherty
Genevieve Durcan, OCSO
Jerry Fourie
Susan and Patrick Keefe
Keith Krieger and Donna Kelly
Joseph and Donna Krueger
Taylor Miller
Sherry Mischler
Robyn Nolta
Adelaide Palmer
Passantino Bros Funeral Home
Joel Rathbone
Ruthann Richter Hammer
Mary Jo & Stephen Riehl
Joy L. Robinson

James Rowland
Marc Schaub
Kathleen & Thomas Schuenzel
Martyn Selman
Julia Shepardson
Kitty & Don Speranza
James & Elizabeth Steidel
Frank Termini
The GE Foundation
St. Joan of Arc Church
Cecilia Vigliaturo
VISA Matching Gifts Program
Twyla and David Weinberg
Women's Association-The Stone Church

UP TO $249
Valerie Agostino
Anonymous Donors
June Anselme, RSM
Barbara Applegate
Lori Arfsten
Katherine Armendariz
Carol Baetz, RSM
Kathryn Barsotti
Andrea Bauer
Ruth Benton
Mary Beth Fasone
Patricia Bradley
Keith and Jeanne Brown
Courtland & Laurlynn Browning
Corita Burnham, RSM
Gail Chastain
Deirdre Cherry
Allan & Joyce Cohen
Madeleva Comiskey, RSM
Corrine Connelly, RSM
Kathleen Connolly, RSM
Jim McGarry and Kathy Curran
Wilmar Cushnie
Paula & Ralph De Rango
James Defrancesco
Thomas Diehsner Jr.
Alfred & Elizabeth Dossa
Brian and Nicole Dunbar
Robert Duncan and Jean Markey-Duncan
Rebecca & Dr. Steven Dunder
Steve Ehrmann

Patricia Eisele
Susan Ettin
Diane M Fahrner
Annette Fajardo
Liz Fazio
Mary Ann Finch
Mary Cora Finnane, RSM
Molly Fourie
Tom and Pat Fourie
Teresa Gahan, RSM
Marcella Garneau
D Rashaan Gilmore
Bill Giusti
Victoria Gonzalez
Marilyn & Jerry Granucci
Robert Grassilli
Joanne Griffith
M.J Guastello
Frank Guastello
Joseph Guastello
Michael J Guastello Jr.
Paul & JoMarie Guastello
Mercymount Country Day School
Jennifer Guethlein
Kip Hamilton
Vincent Hamon
Rachelle Harper, RSM
Mary Ann Hartley
Mikie and Dan Hay
Judith A. Herrmann, RSM
Katherine A Hess
Mary Ann Hills, RSM
Eloise Hirlemann, RSM
Lucy Ho
Janet Walworth & George Hohnsbeen
Marilynne Lazaneo Homitz
Sarah Hubbard
Phyllis Hughes, RSM
Susan Hughes
Judith and Tom Hulme
Carol Ingells
Marge Jaros
JMT Holdings
Annette Johnson
Anna Johnson
Nancy Jones, RSM
Phillip Jones

"You do such wonderful work… 
I'm proud to be a small part of it."   

–Margo, donor



Anne Jung
Patrick & Pamela Karch
Sandra Gomersall & Ralph Keys
Hoa Kim Nguyen
Mary Ann Klipp
Catherine Kuper, RSM
Jerry Lachaussee
Colette Lafia
William LaMay
Lea Lawrence-Moiso
Ned Lenhart
Joan Levey
Mary Jeanne Lewis
Chuck Lintz
Amy Loskutoff
Edie and Dennis Lott
Dianne Maddi
Patricia Majerle
Mancuso Construction
Jean McGinty
Rev. Anthony McGuire
Margaret & Mark McQuillan
Jean Meyer
Tara Meyer
Marie Micheletto
Richard Migliore
Milena Milivojevic
Celena Milliken
Margaret Miros
Jacqueline Moreau, RSM
Kathleen Moross, RSM
Judith & Mark Morrissey
Kathryn Morton
Carol Mucha, RSM
Mary Molly Mullaney
Emmet Murphy
Lucie Newcomb
Julia Nigro

Jennifer Norton
Catherine O'Brien
Loretta O'Connell
Kevin and Christine O'Connell
Gholamreza Odabaee
Bruno Orsini
Johneen Owens, RSM
Lorraine Welch Paul
JoAnn Persch
Laurie Pisciotta
Margaret Mary Platte, RSM
Betsy Plummer
B D Pruitt
Geni Marie Quartaroli
Susan and Stephen Randolph
Garrett Rathbone
Catherine Regan
Janet Richardson
Regina Roach
Amy Roche
Vera Rogulsky
David Roughan
Joan Ryan
Carol Sabec
Amanda Scanlon
Claudette Schiratti, RSM
Jane Schlosser, RSM
Karen Schneider, RSM
Paul Schrimscher
Dr. Adrian Fulay and Carrie J. Schroeder
Margot Schueneman, RSM
Ellen & Doc Schwartz
Scimeca's Italian Sausage
Mary Sheehan, RSM
Amy Smith
Carol Anne Smith HM
Carolyn Snegoski, RSM
Sally Spector

Kate Speranza
Nick Spero
Allison Stastny
AJ Steinberg
Daniel Frueh & Christine Stephan
JT Stephens
John Strada
Robert & Patricia Sullivan
Laura Thompson
Terri Trigger
Irene Tupman
Pat Turay
Margaret Turk, RSM
Stephanie Twigg
Dr. Paul Tyson
Lantern Projects
Salvatore and Margaret Valenti
Megan Van Koll
Ann M Van Zee
Maria Veloso
Suzanne Wallace
Dorothy Walsh
Hayley Walters
Mary Jeanne Ward, RSM
Gail Waring, RSM
John Webb
Maureen Ann Webster
Robert Weidler
Janice Wilczek
Martin and Janet Winderl
WINGS Women's Group
Beth Wissing-Healy
Mimi Woodeshick
Lois Wozniak, RSM
Patricia A Wozniak
Christopher and Donna Yeager
Rosaleen Zisch

"Your mission in caring for & consoling those  
most desperate in need is remarkable!"  

–Barbara, donor



"The high impact work of MBB is exceptional.  
It has been my pleasure and honor to support their 

wonderful work for more than 10 years—[Here’s] 
to the next 10 for uplifting lives and spirits!" 

–Lucie, donor

Robert B. and Robert C. Benton
Ruth Benton

Lorena Burnham
Corita Burnham, RSM

Maria Elena Enriquez
Vincent Hamon

Thomas Richard Fahrner
Diane Fahrner

Mckenna Jo
Naomi Kobayashi

Jan Robertson
Paul and Cheryl Robertson

Larry Stockman
James and Elizabeth Steidel

Celine Zetah, RSM
Agnes Doherty

Jan Conlin
Sally Spector

Patricia Conlin
Shannon Cullan
Kip Hamilton
Colleen and Mikel Miller
Kitty & Don Speranza

Mary Murphy Dolan
Jean McGinty

Jo Marie Guastello
D Rashaan Gilmore
Taylor Miller

Sr Marilyn Lacey, RSM
Anna Johnson

Katie Meadows
Amy Smith

Chandra Miller
Katherine Armendariz



PROGRAM EXPENSES BY TYPE, 
(JAN-JUNE 2019): $420,400

Education       $381,166
Women's Econ Dev     $32,850
Maternal/Child Health     $6,384

EXPENSES (JAN-JUNE 2019): $562,085

Programs                        $420,400
Administration                  $103,172
Fundraising                      $38,513

REVENUE (JAN-JUNE 2019): $481,810 

Individuals:                                      $313,800
Foundations & Corp                    $168,010

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
January–June 2019

ASSETS  
Cash      $1,400,749
Prepaid Expenses     $1,950
Other              $900 

Total Assets     $1,403,599

LIABILITIES     $1,493

EQUITY 
Unrestricted Net Assets    $1,329,142
Temporarily Restricted Net Assets    $72,964

Total Liabilities & Equity  $1,403,599

65% 35%

REVENUE

75% 18% 7%

EXPENSES

91% 8% 1%

PROGRAM
EXPENSES



MBB hosted an energetic throng at 
the Quadrus Center in Menlo Park 

for its April 2019 Annual Gala.  

We honored Duane and Dorie Liffrig posthumously as Donors of 
the Year for gifting MBB with a very generous bequest. Two of 
their eight children joined us for the festivities: David Liffrig coming 
from Louisiana and Sheila (Liffrig) Hoffman flying in with her spouse 
David from North Dakota. 

Margot Giusti was in the spotlight as Volunteer of the Year.  She 
is a CPA who owns her own local business, functioning as a CFO 
for several venture capital firms.  Since 2012 Margot has devoted 
untold hours of her “spare time” to keeping the books for MBB. 
She provided professional financial oversight to staff and lucid 
presentations to our Board. She organized our tedious tax filings 
each year—and so much more! Two tables of relatives and 
admirers cheered her on as she gave a moving speech about 
MBB at the gala.

And Pat Conlin (our Volunteer of the Year in 2018) returned with 
her amazing family, who have established the Patricia Conlin 
College Scholarship Fund. The fund enables MBB to award one 
or more university scholarships each year to our brightest young 
women in Haiti. 

Thanks to all who sponsored and participated and donated, 
especially the Gala Planning Committee: Kathie Lowry, Chair; 
Chris White, Julie McKellar, Jen Yuan, Rachel Hochstetler, Elyse 
Klein, Maria Chiang, Masha Kitaigorodsky and Sr Marilyn Lacey.

David Liffrig and Sheila [Liffrig] Hoffman accept MBB’s 
recognition of their parents as Donors of the Year.

Margot Giusti captivated the room with her reflections 
on what MBB means to her.

"OUR SONG RISES"



PHOTOS BY
Emmanuel Dan Apeu-O
Alison Wright
Sr Marilyn Lacey
Masha Kitaigorodsky

GRAPHIC DESIGN BY
Catherine Thelen
catherinethelen.com

MERCY BEYOND BORDERS
1885 De La Cruz Blvd. #101
Santa Clara, CA 95050

mercybeyondborders.org
info@mercybeyondborders.org

Donations tax-deductible.
501(c)3 with EIN 26-0323282

“Without passion, nothing happens. Without compassion, the wrong things happen.”
–Jan Eliasson, UN


